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A bit of background…. 



“sure you can’t beat 
the Wexford 
strawberries”

“those new potatoes 
are a meal in 
themselves” 



• Learning for the green transition

• Barriers and challenges

• EU policy and action 

• Snapshot of examples 

What I will cover.. 



Learning for the green 
transition 



European Green Deal



Momentum for change

of EU citizens 
consider climate 

change a 
serious 
problem

education 
needs to do 

more to 
prepare young 

people

young people 
globally think 

that the future 
is frightening

progress yes but 
we need to go 
further and 

faster

93% 75%



Learning in a changing climate



Learning in a changing climate

“Education systems can empower, equip, 
and skill young people for climate 
mitigation and adaptation. At the same 
time, climate change induced heat and 
extreme weather events are significantly 
disrupting learning, and low-income 
countries are disproportionately affected. 
Governments must act now to adapt 
education systems for climate change”.

https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/education/publication/education-for-climate-action



Eco-anxiety a growing concern 



Green skills and sustainability 
as a core aspect of curricula  

Entrepreneurship, digital and 
STEM skills

Communication, teamwork, 
problem-solving, creativity, 
adaptability, resilience and 
emotional intelligence

Skills for the future 

https://commission.europa.eu/topics/strengthening-european-competitiveness/eu-competitiveness-
looking-ahead_en



Strong demand from young people 
to work in jobs related to climate 
and sustainability 

Employers concerned about skills 
gaps

Green career guidance is crucial 

https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/enhancing-green-career-guidance-systems-for-
sustainable-futures_e6ad2d9c-en.html

Skills for the future 

https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/enhancing-green-career-guidance-systems-for-sustainable-futures_e6ad2d9c-en.html
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/enhancing-green-career-guidance-systems-for-sustainable-futures_e6ad2d9c-en.html


Schools as living labs



88% - fosters values such as 
responsibility and resilience  

79% -  encourages community 
engagement and collaboration  

78% promotes discussions about 
social justice and equity

Benefits of learning for sustainability? 

https://school-education.ec.europa.eu/en/discover/surveys/survey-promoting-education-sustainability-results



Challenges and barriers 



Barriers to change

Lack of 
funding

Time 
constraints

Overloaded 
curricula 
and high 
workload

Lack of 
teaching 

materials and 
guidance

Need for whole 
institution 

approaches
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EU policy on learning 
for sustainability 



EU agreement on learning for sustainability



• make sustainability a central focus in education policies and programmes

• ensure all learners, in formal and non-formal settings, have access to 
climate and sustainability education

• invest in green and sustainable equipment, resources and infrastructure

• support educators in developing their knowledge and skills to teach about 
the climate crisis and sustainability

Call to action for EU countries



Call to action for EU countries

Action-
oriented

Locally 
relevant

Interdisciplinary Lifelong



Call to action for EU countries

Quality teacher 
education and 

supports

Working in 
partnership with 

the wider 
community 

Empowering 
young people to 

take action



Call to action for EU countries

Key role for 
early years 
education

Whole-institution 
approach

Building 
sustainability 
competences 



GreenComp 

Embodying 
sustainabili

ty values
Embracing 
complexity 

in 
sustainabili

ty

Envisioning 
sustainable 

futures

Acting for 
sustainabili

ty



Embodying sustainability 
values

Valuing sustainability

Supporting fairness

Promoting nature

Embracing complexity in 
sustainability 

Systems thinking

Critical thinking

Problem framing

Envisioning sustainable 
futures

Futures literacy

Adaptability

Exploratory thinking

Acting for sustainability

Political agency

Collective action

Individual initiative

GreenComp

Competence 
areas

Competence
s
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EU actions to 
support learning for 
sustainability



Peer learning between countries  



Research and studies  

Coming soon… 

 Digital and sustainability education
 Greening school buildings and grounds 

https://wikis.ec.europa.eu/display/EAC/Learning+for+Sustainability



Financial support through Erasmus+ 

https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/

https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/


Financial support through Erasmus+ 

Making school meals 
enjoyable and healthy 

for children and our 
planet

A Climate Curriculum 
for Climate Action: 

toolkit and guide for 
primary teachers

How primary schools 
can contribute to a 

greener world ​

https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/

https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/


Erasmus+ Teacher Academies

https://projects.tuni.fi/edusta/
https://tap-ts.eu/

https://projects.tuni.fi/edusta/
https://tap-ts.eu/


Resources for teachers 

https://learning-corner.learning.europa.eu/index_en

https://www.oce.global/en

https://www.oce.global/en


Resources for teachers 

https://education-for-climate.ec.europa.eu/community/



Resources for teachers 

https://school-education.ec.europa.eu/en/etwinning



Meet the change 
makers…  



Sustainability in action - Paris



Eco-delegates programme France

https://youtu.be/Pbh0lUDAdag?si=mPlH93x-cAaGM8Ho

https://youtu.be/Pbh0lUDAdag?si=mPlH93x-cAaGM8Ho


Sustainability in action - Spain 



Sustainability in action - Portugal



And so much more…. 

Belgium, 
Flanders, 
outdoor 

classrooms

Hungary 
teacher 

professional 
learning on 

sustainability 

Cyprus greening 
buildings to support 

learning  

Slovenia learning 
in nature



• This is no longer an extra or nice 
to have

• This is a societal challenge 

• It is a great opportunity for 
hands-on, exciting learning 

• Keep up the amazing work and 
connect with your fellow teachers 
across Europe! 

So to close…



Education for Climate Day 2024 

https://education-for-climate.ec.europa.eu/community/day2024



deirdre.hodson@ec.europa.eu

Learning for the green transition and 
sustainable development | European 
Education Area (europa.eu)

mailto:Deirdre.hodson@ec.europa.eu
https://education.ec.europa.eu/focus-topics/green-education/learning-for-the-green-transition
https://education.ec.europa.eu/focus-topics/green-education/learning-for-the-green-transition
https://education.ec.europa.eu/focus-topics/green-education/learning-for-the-green-transition
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