VENTILATION RISK ASSESSMENT FOR SCHOOLS DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC
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One of the key control measures in the control of the transmission of Covid-19 within a building is good ventilation. If you suspect that you have poor ventilation in your classroom/workplace, the risk can be reduced to low/tolerable levels by implementing the control measures listed under ‘Existing Precautions’. Any additional precautions you identify, when implemented, may reduce the risk further.
	Hazard
	To Whom
	Severity
	Likelihood
	Risk

	Poor ventilation in classrooms increasing the risk from the transmission of Covid-19 in aerosols

	Pupils 
	  1
	4
	4
Low – Tolerable. Activity can proceed. Control measures must be monitored and reviewed as required to ensure they remain suitable 

and sufficient. 

	 Poor ventilation in classrooms increasing the risk from the transmission of Covid-19 in aerosols

	Adults 
	2

	4
	8
Medium – Substantial. Activity can proceed, but with caution, ensuring control measures are maintained. Efforts should be made 

to control/reduce the risk. 

	Existing Precautions
	Additional Precautions
	Who
	When

	· Other risk assessments in relation to the pupil remain extant through the pandemic, e.g. School/Premises/Fire risk assessments.
· Ensure staff and pupils can constantly maintain at least 2 metre distance away from others where and if possible. 
· If possible redesign class layout to allow social distancing.

· Ensure good natural ventilation is maintained throughout the work place, e.g. open windows, corridor doors etc.  Mechanical ventilation systems which bring fresh air from the outside into the building can also be used.   If areas have a complex ventilation systems contact EA maintenance to have ventilation engineer provide advice. 
· Consider the activities that take place in the room.  Activities that make you breathe deeper, for example physical exercise, singing or shouting, will increase the generation of aerosols and the risk of transmission.  If possible, avoid or redesign these activities to reduce the risk. Consider moving some activities outside.

· If possible minimise the number of persons using a room at any one time.
· If you have access to a CO2 monitor, ensure it is used within classroom to measure CO2 levels.  Consistent high CO2 levels (red reading) is an indicator of poor ventilation.
· For high occupancy/general usage rooms, e.g. classrooms ensure CO2 monitor readings are maintained at less than 800 ppm by dilution ventilation, i.e. opening doors and windows.

· For low occupancy/high activity usage rooms, e.g. gymnasiums/assembly halls etc., ensure CO2 monitor readings are maintained at less than 600 ppm by dilution ventilation when room is in use, i.e. opening doors and windows.

· If levels regularly exceed 1500 ppm, the existing ventilation or room usage should be reviewed and if there are any uncertainties, contact the EA for further advice.

· Ensure thermal comfort is maintained during cold weather while windows are open by increasing heat to rooms.

· Do not use desk or ceiling fans in poorly ventilated areas.

· Additional control measures particular to school should be added here when implement or in operation and the risk assessment rescored.
	Please add any additional precautions you believe are required to mitigate the risk further here.
	If additional precautions are required, please identify who is responsible for implementing them.
	If additional precautions are required, please identify by when. e.g. date or ASAP.



� Assuming most adults working in schools are double vaccinated and boosted. If not, some adults may require an individual risk assessment.





